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Construction project of Hermanovce church

Introduction to the project

This document will inform you about plans to build a new church in the village of Hermanovce. The first section tells about the Brethren church (Free Evangelical denomination) fellowship in Hermanovce, how it was created, a history of the fellowship and how they caught a vision to build a new church. The next section describes the steps which were taken to start this building project. The third section describes some details of the church construction project. The fourth section is about the financial budget and sources of finances. In the final section, there are some additional words about the mission goal of the fellowship in Hermanovce and how the construction of the new church building will help to achieve this goal.

1. The Brethren Church in Hermanovce

Hermanovce (pronounced Herman-OV-tsa) is a Slovak village located at the foot of the "Slanske vrchy" mountains between two larger towns – Prešov (18 miles west) and Vranov nad Toplou (12 miles to the east). Hermanovce has about 700 inhabitants: most of them are Roman Catholic and some are Lutheran evangelicals.

The evangelical fellowship of the Cirkev Bratska (The Brethren Church) in Hermanovce is a preaching/mission station of the Prešov mother church. It was created in 1949 in special circumstances when two students, Maria Ondicova and Maria Gogova, who came from the village were converted. They then brought the good news about God´s love in Jesus Christ to their immediate families and other relatives. The Lord blessed the faithful ministry of these two sisters and some families were converted.

Believers began to have meetings in their houses but they encountered hatred from some of the villagers who mocked them, sometimes attacked them and so on. In spite of that, the fellowship grew and they reached out to other people. For example, two brothers from the village were involved in the illegal smuggling of Bibles through the Russian frontiers for some years. On one occasion, they were caught by police, imprisoned, brought to trial and, after some months in prison, released.

For many years, the believers met in houses. Later they adapted one bigger room for common meetings and worship. The room is hidden behind the house of one believer. This room is no longer large enough for common meetings because their number has grown to more than 40. Believers have been thinking and praying intensely about a new church building – one which would be large enough for all of them, and also a good place to invite other villagers to their meetings and worship services.

They also need a place for children and youth ministry because they have several children (about 20) within their fellowship. Additionally, they also plan to use the new church building for Christian youth camps and seminars because the village is located in a beautiful, secluded mountain area. Presently, the Brethren Church denomination does not have any camp or seminar facilities anywhere in Slovakia.

There is another fellowship of the Brethren Church in the nearby village of Medzianky which is about 7 miles from Hermanovce. They have almost 30 members in their fellowship and sometimes meet together with the Hermanovce believers.

2. The steps taken toward construction of the new church

The believers have been taking a collection for a new building since 1994. At that time, some families made a sacrificial commitment to give a generous amount of money for this project every month. At the same time, they began to look for a good building location. In 1999, after a long period of searching, a new village mayor decided to sell them a nice place in the south end of the village for 1. Sk (1 Slovak krown = $0.02). This generous offer from the village officials was taken by the believers as a demonstration of God´s grace and they were encouraged to continue in preparation for the building project.

At present, they have obtained all necessary building permits. They have also gathered many building materials: sand, gravel, stones, lumber and bricks – like we read in 1 Chronicles 28:11-21, where King David gave projects to Solomon and gathered building material.

There is a joy and great expectation within the fellowship. The beginning of the building project will be celebrated and started by prayers on May 7th this year (2000).

3. The practical descripton of the construction project

The church house will be situated on the small hill at the south end of the village alongside the road which connects the village with the mountain area.

Architectural design is based on typical architecture of the village´s two floor houses with a big roof. The main part of the building is situated near the road and will consist of the main hall (sanctuary), dining room, kitchen, and restrooms on the first floor. The second floor will have rooms for Sunday school, youth, elders, galery (sanctuary balcony), and restroooms. The second part of the building, perpendicular to the main part (called a north wing), will have rooms for overnight accommodations on the first floor for people attending seminars and camps and an apartment (flat) for a pastor or mission worker on the second floor. The sanctuary will seat 100 worshipers on the first floor and 30 in the galery. In the basement, there will be a garage and technical rooms.

The building materials used in this project will be bricks, wooden trusses, and bramac tiles on the roof.

4. The financial budget and sources of funds

The total investment 




5,365,000 Sk = 134,125 USD

The financial sources of Brethren Church

2,111,000 Sk = 52,775 USD

(in Hermanovce + mother church in Presov)



Labor cost saved by volunteer  



1,073,000 Sk = 26,825 USD

time provided by church members




Amount of money we need to raise by gifts

2,181,000 Sk = 54,525 USD

and sponsorship in Slovakia and abroad 



5. Some final words about the mission goal in Hermanovce

The first goal is to build the new church which will be a nice meeting place for Christians from Hermanovce and the surrounding area for common worship and prayers. But this is not the final goal at all. The main goal is to live as the Lord‘s witnesses and lead others to Christ Jesus. The fellowship wants to concentrate on mission outreach to their neighbors and encourage one another to do it even while they will be busy with the building project. They want to invite their neighbors to help with the construction project and use this opportunity to develop a closer friendship with them. They want to pray for nearby villages and surrounding areas and do an evangelism ministry there.

